
Year 1 & 2 Term 1 Newsletter 
 
Welcome to the Year 1 & 2 team, we are very excited to be back at school. All students have returned to classrooms 
with an eagerness to learn. We thank families for their support in helping their child to enter the classroom 
independently and excited for the year ahead.   
Teachers are always available for a quick chat before and after school. If you have any concerns that may need a little 
longer, we are happy to organise a time to chat. Alternatively, you can message us on ClassDojo. For urgent matters, 
please call the school office. Compass and Class Dojo are the 2 main communication tools the school uses.  
Please ensure that you have signed up to both apps. If you need assistance with 
either please let us know.  
 
In line with our SunSmart Policy all students are required to wear a Sun Smart 
hat during playtimes and PE times in Terms 1 and 4. Please ensure that your 
child has a labelled Sun Smart hat at school daily. Students are encouraged to leave hats 
in their school lockers. Hats can be purchased via Qkr! 
 
 
 

Meet the 1/2 Teaching Team 
1/2 A – Kerrie Dowsett (Team Leader) Rebecca Lewis (Friday) – Room 13 

1/2 B – Jody Bretherton – Room 12 
1/2 C – Catherine Lunn – Room 11 
1/2 D – Alycia Holland – Room 10 

1/2 E – Jo Harding and Brooke Lopuszanski (Thursday/Friday) – Room 9 
1/2 F – Lauren Howard – Room 14 

Learning in the classroom 
Home Reading and Communication Diaries 

• Home reading pouches and diaries need to be returned daily. Your child will choose a book to read daily. 
• Please read ‘Year 1 & 2 The Home Reading information’ sheet for ideas and tips on how to best support your 

child learning and remember to make it as fun as possible.  
• Any important notices and handouts will be placed in these pouches and/or on Class Dojo.  

Literacy – Reading and Writing 
• Term 1 Literacy sees us building our reading stamina and our love of literacy.  
• We will continue to build our knowledge of letters and the sounds they make and will be exploring parts of 

speech (nouns and verbs). 
• In Writing we look forward to lots of language experiences, learning how to build strong sentences and 

develop our recount writing.  
• Later in the term we will build our knowledge of summarising and making connections in the texts we read. 

Numeracy 
• We continue with our sequence of learning on counting and place value. Year 1 students will extend their 

number representation knowledge to 100. Year 2 students will extend their knowledge of numbers to 1000.  
• During Term 1 we will also explore time and data. 

Inquiry 
• This Terms Inquiry topic is ‘Places and Spaces in Sunbury.’ 
• Students will learn about their local community and the history of some significant places and natural 

landmarks. We look forward to exploring the Indigenous links in our community and some of the services 
on offer in Sunbury. Later in the term students will explore the history of Sunbury and then choose a place 
of interest to research how it has changed over time.  
 

Specialist Classes 
1/2 A Specialist Times 

P.E.: Monday 
Italian:  Tuesday 



Art:  Thursday 
STEAM: Friday 

Library: 
 

***Please make sure your child has a library bag at school – art smocks are not required until later in the year. 
STEAM 

In Year 1/2, students will be looking at light and sound that surround us, bringing a wealth of information about our world. We use light and 
sound to communicate with each other. Sounds can be as different as beautiful music or screaming sirens. Light can transmit the pictures 
from a television screen or the expressions on someone’s face. Almost continuously, light and sound affect what we think and do, and how 
we feel. 

Art 
This term students will be studying Performing Arts which includes Music, Drama and Dance. They will learn how to keep a steady beat and 
how to play simple 4/4 rhythms on different percussion instruments (tambourines, maracas, hand drums etc.) invent new characters using 
hand puppets, create dance sequences using ribbons and scarves, and begin to learn about different musical instruments and what sounds 
they make. 

Physical Education (P.E) 
READY, SET, GOOOO! Welcome to P.E. with Miss Pernice. This term we have a lot of exciting activities to come. We will be beginning the 
term by strengthening our gross motor skills, such as crawling, running, jumping, throwing a ball, and climbing stairs. We will also work on 
our fine motor skills using small, intricate motions that require lots of control and accuracy. This will be done through a range of obstacle 
courses. We will then move into a skipping unit for the remainder of the term. I can’t wait to get started with you all. 

Italian 
In Term 1, students will be learning how to greet each other and how to introduce themselves. They will learn the different words and 
phrases used when conversing with their peers and adults. Students will learn to understand simple questions and directions and to 
respond correctly. 

 General 
New Timetable Structure 

Session 1 – 8:50 – 9:40 
Session 2 – 9:40 – 10:30 

Morning Recess – 10:30 – 10:45 
Session 3 – 10:45 – 11:35 
Session 4 – 11:35 – 12:25 

Lunch Eating Time – 12:25 – 12:35 
Lunch Recess – 12:35 – 1:05 

Session 5 – 1:05 – 1:55 
Afternoon Recess – 1:55 – 2:25 

Session 6 – 2:25 – 3:15 
Attendance  

Start and Finish Times – Learning starts at 8.50am. Students that arrive late to school can find it difficult to settle, miss vital 
morning routines and can be disruptive to the teaching and learning taking place. Should you arrive after 9am, then you must 
sign your child in via the office where they’ll receive a late pass to present to their class teacher upon arrival. Likewise, our 
school day finishes at 3:15pm – students are still working hard and learning up until this time. If you do need to collect your 
child early you must sign your child out via the office. We ask for your support in adhering to scheduled start and finish times 
to ensure maximised learning opportunities throughout their day.   

Fruit Break – Brain Food 
Just a reminder to families that at 10:30 each day we have time for students have their morning recess and are encouraged to eat a 
healthy snack. If possible, could this be packed separately to their snack and lunch so that it is easily accessible. ‘Brain Food’ is 
intended to be just a small snack to keep tummies and brains fuelled for learning. As an example, a piece of fruit or a handful of 
veggie sticks is an ideal brain food snack. It would be appreciated if these foods could be sent as ‘Nude Food’ - without wrappers, as 
students will be eating these foods outside.  

Breakfast Club 
The Community Hub runs a Breakfast club on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 8:15 to 8:45am. All students welcome to come 
and eat breakfast on these days. There is a range of cereals, toasts, fruits and smoothies on offer. With current restrictions it is only 
open to students. Please keep an eye out on Class Dojo when it is open to parents and siblings.  

 

Important Dates for Term One 
15th Feb Meet the teacher 

6th March Curriculum Day – Students not required at school 
13th March Labour Day Holiday 
22nd March School photos 



6th April Last day of Term 1 
 
Thank you for all your support. We look forward to a wonderful year of learning and exciting school experiences. If 
you have any questions please don’t hesitate to ask.  

 
Sunbury Heights Primary School – where everyone counts every day! 

 
 


