
SUNBURY HEIGHTS PRIMARY SCHOOL

Charter Road East (PO Box 243), Sunbury, VIC 3429

Telephone:  03 9744 3377  

Email:  sunbury.heights.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/sunburyheightsprimaryschool Website:  www.sunburyheightsps.vic.edu.au

December 2021

Thurs 16th
Planning Day  - Student Free

Fri 17th
Last Day/Pack Up Day – 1.30pm Dismissal

2022

January 

Mon 24th
Office Open (10am – 3pm)

Tues 25th
Office Open (10am – 3pm)

Wed 26th
Australia Day Holiday

Fri 28th
Staff Return

Mon 31st
Yr 1 – 6 Return to School

Mon 31st –

Fri 4th Feb Foundation Testing / Interviews

February

Mon 7th
Foundation Students Begin

Term 4 – Week 11 – 15/12/2021
TERM 4

Friday 17 December

1.30pm dismissal.

2022 Class Structures / Teachers

Foundation H - Lauren Howard (R-1)

Foundation C - Stephanie Clemson (R-2)

Foundation T - Keryn Tuck (R2A)

Foundation B - Caitlin Bishop (R-4)

1H – Alycia Holland (R-3)

1DL – Kerrie Dowsett & Nicole Langmaid (R-7)

1/2FR – Nicole Fagan & Felicity Radziminski (R-5)

2J – Jess Camilleri (R-6)

2D – Emily Duff (R-8)

On behalf of Jo, the staff and myself we would like to take this 

opportunity to wish you and your family the best for Christmas, 

the New Year and the holiday season. However, you and your 

family celebrate, we hope you find peace and joy spending time 

together. The staff is also looking forward to some down time 

with their family and friends.  They have promised me they will 

take a well deserved break, hopefully off screens and not 

dreaming about DoJo posts! With the opening of the Western 

Australian borders in February I have decided to continue my 

long service leave for the first five weeks in 2022. In this time I 

am hoping to be able to fly in to WA and visit my daughter and 

grandchildren, who, like a lot of you, with your families, I haven’t 

seen in ages.

In my absence Jo Fogarty will be Acting Principal. If you haven’t 

had a lot to do with Jo in the past, please be assured that Jo 

has excellent relationships with all the students and has a 

wealth of knowledge about each students’ academic 

capabilities. Jo is very approachable and is always willing to find 

time to talk with families about any concerns they may have.  I 

know you all will show Jo the same level of courtesy, respect 

and support as you have always shown me.    

On Wednesday both our existing students and newly enrolling students had the opportunity to meet with their 2022 classroom 

teacher. On all accounts it was very exciting and everyone enjoyed reacquainting themselves with old friends from previous 

years, finding new friends and finding out who their new teacher would be. As you will see from the list above, there has been a

bit of staff movement. That is why when parents put in a placement request I am clear that a request is not about teacher choice. 

I am confident in all the teacher’s professionalism and abilities and please be assured that wherever your child is placed they will 

have a wonderful 2022 school year. If a child is nervous because they have a preconceived perception about a staff member or 

are worried about being with older or younger kids in a composite class please help to assure them that it is ok to be nervous 

when something new happens. Soon they will settle and they will feel just as comfortable as with their previous teacher and take

advantage of all the opportunities the new year brings.

Like the other schools in Sunbury, we all send out a similar message which is,” Please have faith in our decisions, but if there is 

something that we have missed in your child’s placement, please send an email outlining the situation to the school address and 

we will make contact when school resumes in late January / early February.     

3K – Danielle Koller (R13)

3H – Jackie Hanley (R14)

3/4D – Tracy Dixon (LSB)

4K – Andrew Knight (R12)

4P – Alex Pernice (LSA)

5S – Cemre Sari (R-9)

5J – Natasha Jovevska (R11)

5/6WM – Penny Wilson & Mandy Marks (R10)

6K – Leanne Kite (R18)

6L – Rebecca Lewis (R19)



Good bye to the following families who

are moving on from Sunbury Heights

at the end of the year;

Abou-Eid, Alfarra, Barbera, Barns,

Buchanan, Cadby-Edwards, Camilleri,

Catania, Cias, Coad, Crawford,

Curtiss, Dawson, Edwards, Ellis,

Fahey, Gardner, Geara, Howie,

2021 Yr 6 Graduation Awards:

6A: Zayne

6K: Alexis

6L: Isabelle W

Academic English: Ernie

Academic Maths: Lincoln

PE: Jaxon C / Toni

STEAM: Jayden B

Art: Tanisha

Auslan: Calil

Citizenship: T-Jay

Jenkins, Marshall, Mazyrko, Memedoski, Mogridge, Muscat, Paterson, Roe, Venkat,

Wairau, Webster-Cox, Wigney & Wintle.

We wish you all the best for wherever life is taking you next and hope you enjoyed

your time with us.

Even though we certainly do not

expect gifts of thanks, we are so

appreciative to receive treats to get

us through the last few days. Thank

you Mitchell & Imogen!

The Places You’ll Go 

A milestone event in everyone’s childhood is Graduation from Primary School and Tuesday night was no exception. Our 

students had the opportunity to reflect back on their primary school years, enjoy a meal with their friends and teachers who 

have helped shape them, and receive mementos and awards that highlighted each child’s contributions and successes while 

attending Sunbury Heights Primary School.

Congratulations to the following students who received awards for excellence in curriculum areas and for roles where they 

showed the school values at all times. I know that you will continue to display these qualities and look forward to hearing 

about your future achievements.

Other Award Acknowledgements:

Spelling Bee: Xander

Josh Bull MP Community Citizenship Award: Isabelle M

Hume City Council Scholarship: William

Thank you to Leanne Kite, Rebecca Lewis and Andrew Knight, not only for the effort they put into to coordinating the event 

with many willing staff members, but also for all their efforts in ensuring that all Yr 6 students from Sunbury Heights are well 

and truly prepared for the next stage of their educational journey. To all our Yr 6 students’ families who will no longer have a 

student at Heights, I thank you for your contributions (especially super helper Sue Mogridge) over many years. 



The Final Tick - Refurbishment of toilet block to improve 

amenity, cleanliness and hygiene’

At Monday’s School Council Dinner, the Councillors were very keen 

to hear if I had heard any more about the Capital Works Project to 

improve our  student toilet amenities.  I said that I hadn’t heard a 

word and then I received this letter from Minister James Merlino on 

Wednesday.

Dear Mrs Mills

I am delighted to approve funding of $498,127.00 for a ‘Refurbishment of toilet block to improve amenity, cleanliness and 

hygiene’ at Sunbury Heights Primary School through the Minor Capital Works Fund Round 2 – 2021.

The VSBA will lead the delivery of your project, in consultation with your school. The VSBA is committed to supporting 

schools in the delivery of their capital projects. Given the high number of funded projects, we are assessing each to 

determine the most effective approach to procurement and delivery. With the summer school holiday period fast approaching, 

delivery assessments will occur from December 2021 through to end February 2022, and all schools will be contacted during 

this period to introduce your VSBA project officer and confirm the approach.

The VSBA will work with you to clarify and finalise the detailed scope of your project through site visits and design work. 

Within the funding allocated, the VSBA will align the project scope with your application as closely as possible. “ 

Yours sincerely James Merlino

Thank you to the students whose voice certainly helped raise the issues around the hygiene and amenity of our student toilet 

facilities. Our kids certainly deserve better than what we currently have and  now thanks to the grant from our State 

Government will finally have that. 

A New Mod 5 Portable Classroom  

We also received news on Wednesday confirming the allocation of a new 

mod 5 portable (same as the one that currently houses our Yr 6 students) 

for 2022. This will mean our enrolment capacity will increase to 500 

students. To assist with furnishing these buildings, we have been allocated 

a Furniture Fittings and Equipment grant totalling $8000. 

Once again, we are grateful to our representatives at North West Region 

who always ensure that we receive everything we are entitled to so we are

able to continue to provide great facilities to address the students learning needs of all our students. This is really new 

information for us. We now need to consider which grades will move to the portable. There may be a need for quite a shuffle 

so that we make the best use of the other learning spaces that are available to us to use.  

Anne Killeen - Assistant Principal Killara Primary School

Congratulations to Anne Killeen on being appointed to the Assistant Principal role at Killara Primary 

School. Anne has been a valued staff member at Sunbury Heights. As well as being a respected 

classroom teacher and team leader, Anne was instrumental in leading the whole school staff, 

students and community in the implementation of School Wide Positive Behaviours. This year Anne 

took on the role of leading the implementation of the Tutoring Initiative. We will certainly miss Anne 

but are so thrilled at the success she has achieved in the next stage of her educational journey.   



Last week’s Pupil of the Week recipients Colour Run Fundraising Prize Winners

COVID Vaccinations for 5- to 11-year-olds

This week the Government announced that children aged 5 to

11 will be eligible for COVID-19 vaccinations from 10 January

2022.

These vaccinations will be available at participating general

practices (GPs), pharmacies, Aboriginal Community

Controlled Health Organisations, and state vaccination

centres.

The vaccine is one third of the adult dose and will be

delivered at 2 separate appointments, expected to be 8

weeks apart. The time between the two doses can be

shortened in special circumstances, such as in an outbreak

response or for international travel.

The commencement of the program from 10 January 2022

provides an opportunity for all children aged 5 to 11 to receive

at least one vaccine dose before they return to school, and

their second dose before the end of Term 1 2022.

The following is advice that the Department of Education

have asked us to pass onto our school community:

• You are strongly encouraged to book your child or

children in to receive their first vaccination before Term

1 begins.

• COVID-19 vaccines have been tested, and shown to

be safe and effective in protecting against serious

illness and reducing the likelihood of COVID-19

spreading. They are important to protect you and your

loved ones from COVID-19 and to reduce disruption to

your child’s education and out-of-school activities.

• Vaccination is not mandatory to attend school, but it is

highly encouraged to keep all children and their

families safe.

• Bookings will be available later in December 2021. You

will be able to book a vaccine appointment at a

participating general practice (GPs), pharmacy or

community health service, or at state vaccination

centres.

Our Foundation students were FINALLY able to go on their

Aquarium excursion and what an amazing day it was. Our

students had the whole place to themselves, giving them an

intimate and uninterrupted experience. Their behaviour must

be commended as they represented our school beautifully.

We are sure they all slept soundly after a very exciting

experience.

1/2K had a visit from Alex’s mum Maria who read them her

published story “Meet the Alphabears’. It is a fun book to

help children learn the alphabet. We had fun answering

some quiz questions
afterwards. Students

even showed Maria

the amazing books

they had
published.



IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Managing a confirmed case of COVID-19 over the school holidays

Should your child return a positive COVID test during the first or last week of the school holidays, 

you are required to notify the school. You can do so by contacting Jo Atkinson on 0448 555 235 

or emailing jo.atkinson@education.vic.gov.au.

This allows the school to carry out the necessary contact tracing for the end of Term 4 or put any 

necessary arrangement in place for your child should they be unable to start Term 1 as planned.

Year 6 Leadership roles 

As we prepared for our Yr 6 Graduation, we noticed that there

were many students who joined our school for their final year 

who had the capability and showed the values to be leaders 

but because the decision was made in the previous year they did not have the opportunity. To give newly arriving Yr 6 students 

this opportunity, we are holding off our announcements till mid-February. At which point, hopefully parents of these students 

will be able to see the leadership badges being presented.  

Parent Opinion Survey 

In previous years we have had a high participation rate in the Parent Opinion Survey. This year only 25 parents completed the

survey and, although the numbers were small, we still look at the results and look at the areas that parents have endorsed whole

heartedly and areas that parents see as in need of improvement.  63% of the families surveyed thought that the amount of 

learning the students had to complete at home was about right. Only 13% thought that the students could learn just as well at

home as at school and 74% thought that as each lockdown went on their children became less engaged with the work. I feel that

the teachers would agree wholeheartedly with what the families had said and noticed the same trends. On areas other than 

those related to Covid 19 there was very strong endorsement of children’s connectedness to school, enjoyment of school and 

support for transition to the new year level.  There was 100% endorsement around the way the school respects, not only the 

students but their families’ cultures and beliefs. Areas for development and improvement as seen by the 25 parents who 

responded include giving the students more voice in decision making, dealing with students who display “bullying” behaviour 

towards others and helping students develop independence and organisational skills.  

Thank you to our families who have already paid 

their Curriculum Contributions for 2022 and those 

who have continued their CentrePay / Payment 

plans. 

If you have not yet made your payment, if possible, 

please could this could be done prior to our return to 

school on 31st January.

This can be done via Compass or by calling/visiting 

the school office on between 10- 24th/25th January.

16th December - 2nd February
Sarvin, Madeline E, Liam S, Isabella B, Emasyn, Azile, Declan C, 
Heath, Iana, Grace B, Seyon, Freya, Charlie, Mia J, Annabelle F, 
Tyler G, Maddie, Aldree, Jasmine R, Audrey Ha, Nash, Chloe A, 
Sarayu, Navya, Zavier F, Steel, Izzy-Bella, Bella W, Ty, Alvan, 

Tahni, Brodie G, Alesha, Cooper Mi, Erin, Jaxon S, Riley H, Brodie 
Gr, Harper B, Felix, River, Trey , Jai M, Tate, Olivia C, Alexis L, 

Dane, Lucas, Claire & Elijah.
To our future students - Ryker,  Brooklyn, Tegan, Jeffrey, Aidan, 

Madison, Eli, Leo & Ashton, 

mailto:jo.atkinson@education.vic.gov.au


Offering a variety of activities 

over the holiday period…..

SPLASH JAM Dance Party

Active Splash Slide Night

Active Dance

Active Singing

Active Mat Pilates and Meditation

Active Taekwondo ‘Just for Fun’

Active Fit Club

Active Kids Move & Groove

Active Water Groover’s


