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TERM 4

November 2021
Fri

26th

Yr 5/6 – Winter Sports (CANCELLED)

Fri

26th

Casual Clothes Day – Silly Socks

Fri

3rd

December 2021
Colour Run

Tues

7th

Foundation & Yr 6 Transition

Wed

8th

Yr 5/6 – Funfields Excursion

Tues 14th

Yr 6 – Graduation
Foundation Aquarium Excursion

Thurs 16th

Curriculum Day

Fri

17th

Last Day Term 4 – 1.30pm Dismissal

Super Borrower!
Reading is such an important part of a child’s learning.
Claire reads two books per day and is Mrs Mac’s Super
Borrower for 2021. Claire read so much during lockdown,
she had to return her library books in a suitcase!
Well done Claire.

Term 4 – Week 7 – 17/11/2021
Our focus this term is not only ensuring that the students get the
most from their learning and enjoy some exciting activities to end
the year, but we are also focussing on funding and making sure
our school is a safe and welcoming environment.
Outdoor multipurpose learning space
On Monday I submitted the application for the shade sail structure
that will cover the space between the BER and the 1/2 classrooms.
The total cost of the structure is $34,000. $25,000 has been
provided as a grant to the school from the Victorian State
Government. To have the shade sail structure fully operational for
the benefits of our students, the school will contribute the extra
$9,000. This means that any fundraising endeavours (Colour Run
etc.) and the School Council School Improvement contribution will
go towards this. I hope that all families are able to provide this
financial support when they are paying their school fees for the
2022 school year.

Toilet Funding progress
In August we submitted an application for a maintenance grant to
upgrade our toilet facilities. Our students in Years 5/6 supported
our application by writing persuasive pieces about why our toilet
facilities were in need of repair.
Today, a representative
from the VSBA conducted a
site visit as our school has
been shortlisted. I know this
isn’t a guarantee for the
works to be completed so
we look forward to the
announcement of successful
projects in December.

Wishing the Singing Group, Ms Brand and Claire all the
best for their recording of ‘Away in Manager’ on Saturday
for Sunbury’s Carols by Candlelight. We will be sure to
send the link for the event as soon as we receive it.

Air Purifiers Have Arrived
Last Friday our allocated 11 air purifiers were
delivered to school. They have been placed in
rooms / areas where there is limited air flow.
This includes the Foundation classrooms, the
Art room, GP Room, the Office and meeting
rooms. We will attend a training session on
Wednesday 24 November to update our
knowledge about the benefits of air purifiers in
an educational setting.

News from the Art Room
Congratulations to the following students whose portrait artwork was selected for submission to the
‘Little Darlings Youth Portrait Prize’ competition run by the National Portrait Gallery. We will hopefully
hear the results within a few weeks.
Penny (FB), Charlotte (1H), Autumn (2J), Ella (2J), Logan A (1/2K) & Amelia (3/4DA).
It was difficult to choose from so many impressive submissions, resulting in a very large short list. I
congratulate everyone who submitted portraits on their efforts, regardless of whether or not their work
was selected.

COVID Update
We are all very excited that, as of 11.59pm tonight, there will be further easing of restrictions.
What this means for us as a school………….
• Even though mandated mask wearing indoors will no longer be applicable in most settings. Due to primary school students
being unvaccinated, mask wearing in primary schools is still applicable. Therefore, unfortunately masks are with us for a
bit longer!
• Primary close contacts, now known as ‘exposed person in school’, no longer need to isolate. Therefore, students who
are identified as an ‘exposed person in school’ can return to school as soon as a evidence of a negative PCR is provided.
• Rapid Antigen Testing (RAT) testing is highly recommending for 7 days following exposure.

Softball Clinic
On Friday 12 November Tim from Softball Victoria and Brooke from Sunbury Softball came to the school and ran a clinic with
some of our Year 3 and 4 students. Students were actively involved in throwing and catching drills, and quickly got used to using
the gloves. Even though the weather was wet and horrible it didn’t stop the students from playing a modified game of T-Ball. They
demonstrated great striking skills and excellent team work. It was lots of fun. Thanks to Tim and Brooke, hopefully the clinic
sparked an interest for T-ball and we might see some of our kids playing for Sunbury in the future.

Josh Bull MP Community and Citizenship Award
Today I received this letter from Josh Bull who was writing in reference to the 2021 Josh Bull MP School Award.
“This award, now in its sixth year, recognises the achievements and efforts of students who have demonstrated a strong sense
of community spirit throughout the school year. As a former teacher, I am determined to recognize students who lead by
example, hold a strong set of values, show strong community spirit, and a commitment to taking care of one another, particularly
after what has been an incredibly difficult year. This Award traditionally goes to a year 6 student. The nominee will receive a gift
voucher to spend in our local community and be presented with the award at our Graduation Ceremony.”
We look forward to being able to present this award to a very deserving student.
Xander Takes a Spell at Home
Normally the Spelling Bee would be held at a local venue and we would all share a meal together. This
year, the competition was held via WebEx so the school provided Xander with a “snack hamper “ to
share with his family while the competition was under way. The staff who joined in from their homes to
cheer Xander on were quick to praise his efforts, his resilience and his sportsmanship during the
competition. Whilst a student from Sunbury West took out the main prize, Xander was a winner in our
eyes. Thank you for representing our school in a great light Xander.

Chaplaincy Program
Klara will be running a program for students who suffer from anxiety.
This will be run in small groups. If this is something you feel your child would
benefit from, please let the school know so they can be considered for the program.

Last week’s pupil of the week recipients

Robot Fun in 1RF
This week Miss Radz, Mrs
Fagan and the students in 1RF
had great fun building robots
and writing about them.
FB
FD
FH
1RF
1/2K
2C
2H
2J
3D
3T
3/4DA
4J
4P
5C
5MW
6A
6K
THE ARTS
AUSLAN Sue

Izzy
Carmel
Imogen
Olivia
Colton
Lyla
Harper
Hudson
Sienna
Jennet
Urvi and Urja
Chelsea T
Vanessa
Jayde
Kyra M
Aaliyah
Koby
Tanisha 6K
Cooper 3/4DA

AUSLAN Claire
PE
STEAM

Carmel FD
Madeline 4P
Luka 1/2K

Moving forward, the reason for
our Pupil of the week Certificates
won’t be shared in the
Newsletter.
However, the reason will still be
shared at assembly and on the
actual certificate.

Year 6 – Year 7 Transition
It is always lovely to welcome our
local high school staff during our
Year 6 to 7 transition period.
Today we had staff from Sunbury
Downs and Salesian visit the
students who are enrolling with
them next year and next week we
will welcome staff from Sunbury
College.
Our Year 6 students are
extremely excited about the next
part of their educational journey.

As a mark of
respect
2H did a wonderful
job making poppies
for Remembrance
Day to mark their
respects.

Year 6

One of the great community minded things our families have always
done is to donate uniform that is still in good condition and that their
children have outgrown back to the school. This has supported many
of our families. Perhaps you have even benefitted yourself.
Very shortly our Year 6 students will bring home a note advising their
families that the students are able to come to school “out of uniform” in
thanks for donating freshly laundered, and in good condition, uniforms
from December 9. Of course, if you pass the uniform on to younger
members in the family, please don’t be obliged to complete the form,
but your child is required to wear uniform as normal
More explicit information about the process will be in the note that
comes home in the near future.
Student Attitude to School Survey
The Attitudes to School Survey is an annual student
survey offered by the Department of Education and
Training to assist schools in gaining an understanding
of students' perceptions and experience of school.
This year’s results indicate that 79% of our students feel a sense of
connectedness to the school and 92% of our students feel a sense of
inclusion. 88% of our Year 4-6 students believe that the classroom
teacher is differentiating their learning and 87% feel the learning is
stimulating. 89% of students believe they have an advocate at school
and 77% believe we manage incidents of perceived bullying well and
value their diversity. We always reflect on these results when forward
planning for learning and student engagement and well being.

18th - 24th November
Madeline P,
Mia O,
Xavier C,
Tyson, Janani,
Evie R, Bassel,
Tekyida, Nate T,
Thomas,
Veronica and
Jamie M.

This week 6A have been creatively writing limericks. The first being Mr Knight’s example, the second was written by Jayden B –
not sure if this was written about Mrs Mills, and if so, not sure how she will like being referred to as ‘old’!
There was a young man called Knight
He was in very big fight
He lost all his hair
Then his head was bare
His bald head shined in the light
Mr Knight
There was an old lady name Kaye
She had to make everyone pay
She got her payback
And on the wayback
She got herself a nice sorbet
Jayden B

Being a
good role
model

Student Wellbeing: Parent Behaviour Around the School
In the interests of all students we ask that parents be mindful of their behaviour in and
around the school during drop off and pick up times. As role models we need to always
demonstrate courtesy and respect for one another in our interactions with others. We
also ask parents to be mindful of their language and tone of voice as children can
become anxious when adults show or voice aggression.
The welfare of our students is of paramount importance to us all and we therefore ask
that parents refrain from approaching other children or adults regarding any personal
matters which are of concern.

Please do not speak to any student about their behaviour or ask them for personal details. Where issues arise at
school, please contact the teacher, Damian O’Keefe, Jo Fogarty or Kaye Mills so that the matter can be dealt with
appropriately and in accordance with DET procedures.
Foundation Transition
Our Foundation Transition days will take place on:
Tuesday 23rd November, Tuesday 30th November, Tuesday 7th December
We have noticed an increase in our students talking about online platforms and their experiences on them and thought it timely
to share some tips and conversation prompts with you. Please visit the link below should you need further advice.
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/bullystoppers/Pages/advicecybersafe.aspx
Social Media and Strangers
Maybe you're allowed to use your phone to send texts or
watch videos. As you get older, you might get interested in
social media sites. These usually have a minimum age
(13 years), but many kids look at these sites before they're
13.
Social media sites let you text, share photos, play online
games with friends, and tell people as much or as little
about yourself as you want. But they also can let you meet
strangers. It might seem fun to make new friends, but do
not communicate with strangers you meet online. Don't
talk to them, agree to phone them, or email them photos
of yourself.
To a kid, this can seem kind of silly. The writer might
seem really nice and tell you how you sound really smart
and cute. Unfortunately, kids have been tricked online by people who pretend to be something that they're not. Someone might
lie and say they're in sixth grade too, when they're really all grown up. Some kids have found themselves in a dangerous
situation when they agreed to meet the mysterious online "friend" in person.
Let your parents know if a stranger emails you, sends a text message, or starts a conversation with you online. A grown-up
should decide what's best to do, which may include changing your email address or telling the police. In general, if you're
thinking about creating an account on a social media site, talk with your mom or dad first.
Who Are You Online?
You're always you, of course. But if you use a smartphone, tablet, or computer to play games and text with friends, you also
have an online identity. Games and websites might let you create a profile picture that represents you. It's fun to dress up that
character and maybe give it a sense of style you'd never try at school.
Keep Your Privacy
Anybody who uses the Internet has been asked to sign in, log in, or create a profile. Kids need to check with a parent or grownup before doing so. Why? This information could be used for reasons you wouldn't like, like getting a lot of junk email.
Online Bullying
When you're using the computer, it can be tempting to hide behind a username to play a joke on someone by teasing the person
or pretending to be someone else. Or maybe you're angry with someone and it's easier to say something mean if the person
doesn't know it's you.
Just like in the real world, it's mean and hurtful to do stuff like that online. Even if you're only kidding, they might not know that
you're only joking and they might be very hurt or angry by what you said. It's a lonely feeling when you don't know who's messing
with you. Is it someone just being funny or does the person really mean it?

