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May is turning out to be an “aMAYzing” month at Sunbury Heights.  
 
Yesterday I was notified by our local member Josh Bull that there has 
been an allocation of $700,000 in the state budget for a capital works 
project at Sunbury Heights. This money is separate to the funding for 
the shared facility and the early learning centre. Josh will visit the 
school on Friday with more details of the funding. Over the last two 
years we have been very fortunate to have had injections of funds 
that have seen us being able to provide not only modern learning 
facilities but also updated external safety features and more modern 
recreational facilities.  
 
“AMAYZING FEMALES”  
Everyone celebrates Mother’s Day in their own way, from kids 
preparing mum a well-deserved breakfast in bed, a treasured gift 
from a school stall, a visit to nannas or going out to share a meal with 
extended family and friends at a local restaurant.  At Sunbury Heights 
we are fortunate to see many special women who play a big role in 
our students lives and that is why on Thursday May 10 we would like 
to open the invitation to all the special females in our students lives 
for the traditional Mother’s Day Breakfast. The breakfast co-
ordinated by Sharon Ramunno and volunteer helpers will be held at 
the front of the school and in the GP Room.  
During the remainder of the morning there will be an opportunity for 
all students to visit the stall being run by the PFA to purchase a gift 
for that special female in their life. Gifts range in price from 50c to 
$7.00 and great raffle prizes are there to be won. Raffle tickets will 
be sold this Friday after assembly and during next week if any of our 
wider school community are interested. 
 
Congratulations Fraser  
Last Friday the Year 3-6 House 
Spirit Cross Country was held and 
Miss Barnes’ organisation and 
good weather ensured the event 
was a success. Congratulations 
to all the students for their 
participation and in particular to 
the team of students (see below) 
who will represent Sunbury 
Heights at the District Cross Country on 18 June.  
 
 
U9/10 Boys – Aydan, Geordie, Brodie, Max K, Jimmy, Khalil, Xavier, 
Jaxon C, Xander W-C. 
U9/10 Girls – Parris, Chanelle, Aalyrah, Ebony C, Casey, Brooklyn 
U11 Boys – Sam, Ryley B, Tyson L, Shaun, Ryan H 
U11 Girls – Emma, Alyssa, Lillie McC, Zoe, Skye A 
U12/13 Boys – Aidan, Nicholas, Kyle A, Tate, Dion, Jaiden, Declan 
U12/13 Girls – Hayley F, Olivia B, Kim, Ruby S 

May 

2nd – 4th  Whole School – School Dental (Phase 2) 

Fri 4th 
Y6 – House Spirit Leadership (select students) 
Foundation – Responsible Pet Ownership Incursion 

Wed 9th 2019 Prep Information Session, 9.15am – 10.15am 

Thurs 10th  
Whole School - Mother’s Day Stall & Breakfast 
Foundation – Mother’s Day Afternoon 

15th – 17th Y3/5 – Naplan 

Tues 15th 
School Council Meeting, 6.30pm 
Foundation – Fire Station Excursion 

Fri 18th  Y3-6 – District Cross Country (select students) 

21st – 25th  Whole School - Education Week 

Mon 21st  2019 Prep Information Session, 2.15pm – 3.15pm 

Tues 22nd  2019 Prep Information Session, 6.30pm – 7.30pm 

Wed 23rd  Whole School – Special Education Week Pizza Lunch 

TUESDAY 29th MAY 
(Curriculum Day) 

Wed 30th 
Y3-6 – Division Cross Country (select students only) 
Y1/2 – Life Skills Program (first of 6 weekly sessions) 

June 

Fri 1st Prep – RACV Incursions 

Thurs 7th Whole School – First Aid Education Incursion 

MONDAY 11th JUNE 
(Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday) 

Fri 15th Y3-6 – Winter Sports 

18th – 20th Whole School – CBA Start Smart Program 

Tues 19th  
School Council Meeting, 6.30pm 
Y1/2 – Zoo Excursion 

Fri 22nd  Y3-6 – Winter Sports (back up date) 

25th – 29th Whole School – NAIDOC Week 

TUESDAY 26th JUNE 
(Parent Teacher Interviews) 

More details to follow 

Fri 29th  
Whole School – END OF TERM 2 
Early Dismissal – 2.30pm 
Casual Clothes Day – TBA 

 

3rd – 9th May 
Jake, Brock, Cooper C-J, Jack M, 

Ella M-R, Ryuu, Alexis, Mia, Gracie Mc 
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Student Absences 
Further to our previous information provided about new procedures for 
unexplained absences, we thought we would share with you an article 
which was issued by The Department of Education & Training (DET) this 
week. 
 
Apr 30, 2018 | Schools Need to Know 
Notification of student absences 
From the end of Term 2, all Victorian government schools must contact 
parents/carers as soon as practicable on the same day of an unexplained 
student absence. 
This requirement supports student safety and wellbeing. Schools need to 
know when and why a child is absent, and parents/carers need to know if 
their child is not at school.  
Parents and carers must notify the school of their child’s absence as soon 
as possible on the day of absence using the school’s preferred method.  
Schools and parents working together 
Building positive and collaborative relationships through clear 
communications with parents/carers is critical to the successful 
implementation of the same-day notification requirement.  
The responsibility needs to be underpinned by a shared understanding and 
expectations about the procedures for monitoring, recording and follow-up 
of student attendance. Parents/carers must be aware of their obligation to 
notify the school of their child’s absence and minimise the follow-up 
required by schools. 
Notifying parents/carers 
The school must notify parents/carers as soon as practicable on the same 
day of an unexplained absence. This should occur in the morning to allow 
time for the parent/carer to respond. 
Schools can choose how they advise parents and carers based on their 
local context – for example by email, push notification via downloaded app, 
SMS or phone call. 
Follow-up 
At times the parent/carer may not be able to be reached because the 
school does not have their correct contact details. In this instance, the 
school should attempt to make contact with any emergency contact/s 
nominated on the child’s file held by the school, where possible, on the 
same day of the unexplained absence. 
 
Our NEW procedures 
If you child is absent without explanation, we will SMS you at 10.30am 
asking that you contact us to confirm you are aware of your child’s 
absence and that they are safe. 
 
All children arriving after 9am must get a late pass from the office 
before heading to their class. If your child arrives late without a 
parent consent, this will go down on their record as an unauthorised 
late arrival. To avoid this please call us, come in with your child or 
send a note with your child. 

Ramadan Mubarak 
At Sunbury Heights 
we respect and value 
the differences that 
people from all 
cultures and walks of 
life bring to the fabric 
of our school. So this 
week we would like to 
extend our best 
wishes to our Muslim families and wish them 
“Happy Ramadan” or “Ramadan Mubarak“. 
Tuesday 14 May marked the start of the holy month 
of Ramadan. The ninth month in the 
Islamic calendar is a special month of prayer, 
reflection, regeneration and fasting during the day. 
Some of our students and their families are forgoing 
all food and drink, including water, from dawn until 
dusk for the duration of this month. I am sure they 
look forward to breaking the fast when the sun sets. 
For Muslim families, fasting can give an 
understanding of what it is like to be poor and not 
just be able to eat whatever or whenever they liked. 
They are looking forward to celebrating Eid when 
the month of Ramadan is over. 
 

Camps Sports and Excursion Funding (CSEF) 
Applications for this 
funding close on 22 
June. No further 
applications can then be 
made until 2018. If you 
have a healthcare card 

and you are unsure if you have this funding, please 
check at the school office. 

Prep Tour and Information session  

On Wednesday May 9 at 9.15-10.15 we are holding 
our first information session for 2019 prospective 
prep enrolments.  

People who attend will have the opportunity to visit 
the prep classrooms and see the school’s programs 
in action.  

If you have any family or friends who are considering 
enrolling in 2018 please encourage them to attend. 

Year 1/2 Wild Action Incursion 
Last week the Grade 1/2s had a special visit from Adam and all his 
animal friends at Wild Action! Some of our students got to hold 
animals like a Green Tree Frog, a Black Headed Python and even 
had the chance to meet a Tawny frogmouth! We learnt a lot of facts 
about some of our Australian species like the Black Headed Python 
has a distinctive black head to help it regulate its body temperature! 
All students were excited and showed utmost respect towards 
Adam and the animals-, while some teachers just weren’t as 
excited!  
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Students Attitude to School Survey 
We want our students to tell us what they think… 
We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing and quality instruction and are conducting a survey 
to find out what your child thinks of our school. The Attitudes to School Survey is an annual student survey offered by the Department 
of Education and Training to assist schools in gaining an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. Our 
school will use the survey results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling experience. 
 
Students from Sunbury Heights Primary School (Year 4 to 6) will participate in the survey. Your child will complete the survey online 
during school hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool.  It is important to note that we are not in any way “testing” your 
child. Your child has the right to refuse or withdraw from the survey at any point before, during, or after completion of the survey. 
Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey. The student login is an assigned identifier that may be used 
to link data for statistical and research purposes only. All responses to the survey are kept anonymous in the response file. Personal 
identification data will not be recorded in the survey response file. This ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s responses is 
protected at all times. 
 
This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted at our school over the period Thursday 10 May. The survey only takes 
20 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class time. 
 
The survey results will be reported back to the school before the end of term 2. All survey data that is made available in reports are 
for groups of students only so that no individual student can be identified. Data suppression rules are used for schools with low 
student numbers per year level. 
 
If you would like more information, please speak to your child’s teacher or visit: 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/performsurveyat.aspx 

 

 
 

GRADE STUDENT REASON 
Prep A Zoey For her amazing work and behaviour in the classroom 

Prep B Lachlan For great sounding out the letters in his writing 

Prep H Taleisha For impressive reading! Keeping it up. 

1D Mason Demonstrating respect and kindness during the Wild Action incursion 

1T Rachael For earning 3000 points on mathletics 

2H Beau For respect and knowledge of the ANZACs 

2M Harrison For his active participation  

2C Taylah For impressive work ethic and respect within the classroom 

3U Kade For showing responsibility and respect to his classmates 

4M Brooklyn For always trying her best in all subjects 

4H Lachlan For showing kindness to his classmates 

5K John For being more focussed in class 

5A Charlotte L For showing respect and kindness to her peers 

6PA Amber For her focus towards her school work 

Art Isabelle M For consistently demonstrating our school values in art 

PE Ruby (Prep A) For demonstrating excellent kicking skills when playing number soccer 

Science Charlee (2H) For demonstrating an excellent understanding of life cycles 

Music Skye (5K) For being a great ukulele player 

 

 
We love how our staff 
are so diverse and 
can step into any role. 
 
Way to go Mr Uphill  
- relief crossing 
supervisor! 
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Education Week  
Now in its 74th year, Education Week this year is all about 
celebrating the arts and will be an opportunity for us to focus for 
the week on the arts and showcase the work we are doing for 
students in arts subjects including dance, drama , music visual arts  
and media arts. During this week there will be opportunities for 
families to join in our celebrations and visit the school and 
classrooms. 
Today your child will bring home an order form for the Education 
Week Special Pizza Lunch which will be held on Wednesday 23 
May. 

 

Year 6 to Year 7 Transition 
It doesn’t seem so long ago that 
our current Year Six students 
were in Foundation and now they 
are ready to take the leap to 
secondary school.  
 
Thank you to everyone who took 
the opportunity to visit both secondary schools this week. This 
will help you make an informed decision about where to send 
your child for the next stage of their learning.  
 
For some parents it is an easy decision for others it provides 
quite a deal of anguish. Please be mindful that there are 
timelines that need to be met and forms are due back at 
school by Friday 11 May.  
 
If you have any queries about the process please don’t hesitate 
to contact our transition coordinator Donna Payton (Mon – 
Wed).  

 
Family Accounts 
Statements have been 
mailed home to 
families this week.  
 
 
We would appreciated if you could check these and if you 
have any queries, contact Jo in the office to discuss.  
 
If you have not yet paid your fees and don’t have a 
payment plan in place, we would appreciate if you could 
contact the office to make the necessary arrrangements. 

 


